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It is that time again! The long stretch of winter 
quarter has arrived, leaving students tired and frus-
trated. The solution is a tradition to behold: a 
friendly competition held annually to show which 
floor on campus is the best. This competition is the 
Rose-Hulman Greatest Floor competition. 
The annual competition is a fairly recent tradi-
tion, starting in 2011, making this year the seventh 
year of the competition. This year, the opening 
event is on January 20 at 10:00 pm in the SRC are-
na. If this year is anything like previous years, the 
opening event will consist of various events for the 
halls to perform. More than anything, though, the 
event will provide a get away from the cold wintry 
air. 
Eric Liobis, the 
head of the committee 
in charge of events, 
ideas, and logistics, 
s p e a r h e a d e d  t h i s 
year’s Greatest Hall.  
Liobis and the com-
mittee, comprised of off-
campus students, worked 
hard to make this compe-
tition possible. They be-
gan as soon as the last 
one ended, assessing the 
success of 2016’s events.  
Once a theme was 
decided upon, they got 
started on planning right 
away. They began listing 
ideas and working on 
traditional events during the 
summer. 
When the school year 
started, the committee 
got to work on the logis-




ly as possible. 
This year, the 
theme is the me-
dieval era. Some 
students may 
have noticed 
some event schedules float-
ing around residence halls.  
Liobis also mentioned that 
this year will contain some 
very unique events. So stu-
dents should grab some 
swords and shields as they 
charge head on to victory! 
In t he int erest  of  g iv-
ing readers  a  l eg u p o n 
the co mpet it ion ,  The  Rose Thorn as ked  
Lio bis  i f  t here  were any hints  or  strat e-
gies  to  impl ement .  Liobis  was  u na ble  to  
give  muc h in  t he na me of  u phold ing t he  
fun and  ho nor  of  the  whole  co mpet it io n.  
However,  he  d id  mention t hat  some fa n  
favor ite  events  wil l  return .  There  wil l  be  
an a bu ndanc e of  o pportunit ies  to  c hal -
lenge c reat iv ity ,  s o  he ad vised  f loors  
band  together  in  t he  na me o f  Greatest  
Floor!  
For  more information,  be  sure  to  vis i t  
www.greatest f loor .co m fo r  t he co untdo wn 
c lock a nd. . . the Jo urney of  t he Floorc h.  
“The solution [to winter 
doldrums] is a tradition 
to behold...” 
Page 4: A step forward, a step backward for adaptations 
Page 5: Read about 2016...hopefully for the last time! 
Page 6: The blind optimism of wholesome memes 




In t he da ys  lead ing u p the  
Mart in Lut her  King ,  Jr .  Day ,  
s tudents  have been  receiv ing  
ema il s  rega rd ing  t he gu est  
speaker  a nd convocat ion cere-
m o n y .  W h i l e  R o s e - H u l m a n 
does  not  d is miss  c la sses  for  
MLK , Jr .  Day ,  t he  sc hool  s t i l l  
hono rs  the memo ry of  the Civ-
i l  Rights  lead er  every  yea r.  
This  y ea r ,  t he  c o nvo c at io n 
wil l  beg in  at  11 :05  a .m. in  
Hatf ie l d  Hal l .  With  c lass es  
be ing re-
s c h e d u l e d 
to  accom-
modate  t he  
event ,  s tu-
dents  a re  
en c o u ra g ed  
to  at tend .  
At  the  
c o n v o c a -
t ion ,  Chef  
Jef f  Hen-
derson  wil l  
address  t he  
c a m p u s .  
Known for  
his  sho ws  
o n  t h e  
Food Net -
work,  H en-
d e r s o n  
found his  
pass ion  for  coo king  in  the  
most  u nl ikel y  of  pl ac es:  pr is-
on.  
The  convocat io n  wil l  a lso  
feature a  performa nce f rom 
music ia ns  fro m wit hin Rose’ s  
commu nity .  In  her  campus -
wid e email s ,  Directo r  of  the  
Ce nt er  o f  D i ve rs i t y  Ja n ic e  
F e n n  e n c o u r a g e d  s t u d e n t s 
“not  to  rega rd t his  a s  a  free  
period ,  but  as  an  o pportu nity  
to  cel ebrate  d ivers ity  through 
the lens  of  a  c elebr ity  Afr ica n -
America n c hef .”  
Later  in  t he day ,  Hender-
s o n  w i l l  g i v e  a  c o o k i n g  
demo nstrat ion  in  the  faculty  
din ing room,  where  he  wil l  
a lso  be  s igning  h is  bo oks .  This  
wil l  beg in at  3:25 p.m. For  
this  event ,  reg istrat ion is  re-
quired ,  so  fo l lo w t his  l ink to  
reg ist er  for  the Coo king  Demo  
and Discu ssio n .  
 
The Rose Thorn 
Meet Tuesdays  
O259 5:15pm 
Does your floor have what it takes to battle it out for glory in the 
2017 Greatest Floor competition? The fun begins this Friday. 
Photo Courtesy of greatestfloor.com 
Chef Jeff Henderson is the next speaker in the Center 
for Diversity speaker series at Rose. 
Photo Courtesy of Food Network 
To ensure maximum attendance for the MLK Day events at Rose-
Hulman, the normal class schedule has been altered. 
Photo Courtesy of Rose-Hulman Center for Diversity 
The Greatest Floor website keeps the countdown clock ticking 
down  each second as the competition grows near. 
Photo Courtesy of greatestfloor.com 
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The Rose Thorn went on a tour through the 
current construction site to see what kind of pro-
gress was being made on the new Hulman Memo-
rial Student Union. Vice President of Student Af-
fairs Erik Hayes provided a firsthand look at the 
bare bones on which the future of the union will 
be built. 
First stop on the tour was the Worx, which is 
in the early stages of its transformation. The pizza 
oven from the days of Noble Roman’s remain 
from the days of the old student union. Bar room 
seating will be add-
ed, as will booths.  
While the pizza 
oven guarantees a 
pizza establish-
ment, the Worx will 
not be the estab-
lishment in ques-
tion. Erik Hayes 
mentioned there 
will be pizza, it is 
just a question of 
which kind of pizza 
will be available. 
The other concept 
is still in develop-
ment. One option is 
Piada, a casual res-
taurant serving self
-built pasta bowls, 
salads, and epony-
mous piadas. The 
other is a Mexican 
option in line with Chipotle or Chava’s. 
As the tour continued, Hayes explained that 
the new union will give students a social space 
that clicks more with the frequent late nights that 
occupy a student’s day to day life. “Right now the 
union is open until eleven, but we’re going to keep 
it open in the future later than that.” It is possible 
the new union can be open as late as one o’clock. 
Students are quite familiar with the cycle of 
trucks and construction vehicles coming through 
the drive by the union. When construction is com-
plete, however, that road will not exist, and it will 
just be grass in front of Deming Hall. Instead, a 
single walkway will connect the union to the aca-
demic buildings. 
One of the major changes, though, will 
be the staircase. “By the first of next month, 
these stairs [the metal construction stairs 
from the first to second floor in the union] 
will be gone, and the new monumental stairs 
will actually be here.” Students will be ush-
ered in through a section of the construction 
site to the new stairs, and use those to reach 
the second floor. 
As the union’s en-
trance moved forward, 
there will be added 
space to the union. 
One is the Lake Room. 
This new area will be 
more of “an upscale 
Kahn Room,” being the 
size of both Kahn 
Rooms open together. 
While some student 
events will be held in 
the new Lake Room, a 
lot of the events in the 
Lake Room will re-
volve around alumni 
events and corporate 
engagement. This cor-
porate engagement is 
something Rose is fo-
cusing on in particular 
moving forward. Cur-
rently, much of corporate interaction revolves 
around senior design, venture projects, the BIC, 
and Career Services. The new set of Corporate 
Engagement offices hopes to tie all of this togeth-
er in a single office space.  
Students may have noticed the triple-wide 
that Career Services is currently in due to con-
struction. The new offices for Career Services will 
provide space for Career Services faculty as well as 
rooms for meetings and interviews. And a stair-
case will connect Corporate Engagement with Ca-
reer Services, as the two will be working closely 
together in the future. 
Fortunately, the weather has not affected con-
struction much. With a late snowy season, and 
with each snowfall being melted over the course of 
the day, the work has not experienced a delay yet. 
The only indicator of wrestling with weather is the 
coverings enshrining the site. These wrappings 
have all to do with the fireproofing. Workers had 
to fireproof the steel beams that makeup the 
frames of the new union. The fireproofing must be 
applied in a temperature above freezing, and the 
coverings on the construction site has served the 
purpose of keeping a balmier 
temperature to ensure the fire-
proofing goes on without a 
hitch. 
A new student social space will 
be encased in a section of the 
new union called the Lantern. 
The name comes from the see-
through chimney for an enor-
mous fireplace. The Lantern 
will give a view of Speed Lake 
and White Chapel through the 
tall windows. There will also 
be a living wall, made up of 
numerous plants on a timed 
watering system. This could 
make it the first official social 
space for students on Rose’s 
campus. It will be in this social 
space that students will also 
have another coffee shop on 
campus in the union, one that 
will be open late into the 
night. 
“The real change will happen spring 
break,” Hayes said. “By that time, Career 
Services will be completely done.” Where 
Career Services was, the Bookstore will be 
moving to. Students will get their food from 
the Faculty Dining Room, and tables will be 
set up in the Kahn Room. “That’ll be kind of 
a pain for the students…but that is the only 
way to get it open in the fall.”  
Exciting changes are on the way for Rose-
Hulman’s campus, with some just around the cor-
ner. As these changes unfold, The Rose Thorn will 
continue to keep st udent s  upd ated .   
Joseph Lee 
Staff Writer 
Actress Carrie Fisher Dies at Age 60 
 
Before 2016 came to a close, the world lost Car-
rie Fisher when she died on December 27 after going 
into cardiac arrest. Fisher was known for her role as 
Princess, and then later General, Leia Organa in the 
popular Star Wars film franchise. Since her death, 
fans have speculated what her death would mean for 
the upcoming movies in the series. It was revealed 
later her role for Episode VIII was finished. Howev-
er, it is Episode IX that has people talking. It was 
rumored there would be a digital recreation of Car-
rie Fisher, as was implemented in Rogue One. 
This rumor was put to rest through an official 
statement from Lucasfilm. The production company 
assured fans they have no plans on recreating Fisher 
for later installments. Rather than answer all ques-
tions, the statement raised more questions about 
how exactly Fisher’s death will be handled in the 
future movies. Some suspect Leia might die in Epi-
sode VIII or the character’s death will be mentioned 
in Episode IX. Only time will tell how the series will 
be handled in later films. Episode VIII is set for re-
lease on December 15, 2017.  
 
Superbugs Becoming a Growing Concern 
 
The r ise  of  ant ibiot ic  res istanc e has  been a  
kno wn g lobal  issu e for  so me t ime  no w. Each 
year ,  there  are  ca ses  of  what  are  known as  
“superbu gs”  where the bact er ia l  infect ion  
sho wed s igns  of  mult iple  res ista nces  to  var ious  
treatment  o pt ions ,  ma king s uch in fect ions  
hard er  to  t reat  and more da ngerous .  
Rec ent ly ,  a  woma n in  her  70s  d ied  in  Reno,  
Nevada d ue to  one  of  the s uperbu gs.  One  
unique  as pect  of  th is  part icular  bacteria l  in fec-
t ion was  i t s  res istanc e to  every  kno wn ant ibac-
teria l  t reat ment  opt io ns.  Therefore,  t he pat ient  
was  u na ble  to  get  t rea ted and  develo ped  sepsis  
and d ied .  Suc h  cases  highl ight  the probl ematic  
issues  wit h a nt ib iot ic  res istanc e devel opments .  
While  t he cas e  of  su perbu g infect io ns  are  
relat ivel y  rare ,  they  a re  becoming more preva-
lent  a nd su bs equent ly  more co ncerning .  Whil e  
more  resea rch  into  new treatment  opt ions  
need s  to  be  done,  people  ca n hel p  s low d own 
the res ista nce ac qu irement  by  reduc ing t he ir  
use  o f  ant ib iot ic  pro ducts  suc h as  soa p t hat  
contains  t hem.   
 
Optogenetics Study Indicates Amygdala’s Complex 
Role 
 
The f ind ings  of  a  rec ent  stud y on  opto ge-
net ic s  were pu bl ished in  the journal  “Cel l .”  
Scient ists  c onducted  ex per iment s  on  mice ,  
f ind ing a  f las h of  l ight  can  turn t hem into  ag-
gressive  predators .  It  wa s  not  just  t he  l ight ,  
however ,  t hat  brou ght  on th is  d ramatic  pers on-
al i ty  c hange .  
Over  the cou rse  of  t he study ,  sc ient ist s  in-
fected  their  mic e wit h a  v iru s  t hat  l ed  to  t he ir  
neuro ns being  sens it ive  to  bl ue l ight .  A f ter-
wards ,  t he res earc hers  po int ed a  blue l aser  at  
the a my gdala  o f  the mic e.  Once  the l ight  hit  
that  part  o f  the bra in ,  the resul t  was  a  v ic ious  
hunt er  t hat  at tac ked a nd ju mped o n almost  an-
ything  in  t he ir  pat hs .  
While  t he  mice  were  mo re  a ggress ive  and 
exhibit ed  predatory  beha vio r ,  the mic e st i l l  
sho wed s igns  to  be able  to  d if ferent iate  be-
tween f r iend a nd fo e.  This  s tu dy i s  not  a n indi-
cator  of  po ssibl e  mut ant  zombie mice running  
rampant  in  t he nea r  future.  Ho wever ,  this  
s tudy h ighl ights  that  the amy gdala  ma y play  an  
importa nt  rol e  in  c o ntrol l ing  hu nt ing  behav-
iors .  This  could  mean that  reg ion o f  the brain  
does  not  ju st  control  fear  but  may al so  wo rk  on  
control l ing  mo re c omplex  behaviors .  
 
Species of Alaskan Salmon Shows Signs of Parasit-
ic Tapeworms 
 
Pigs are not the only animal that may be the 
source for parasitic tapeworms. There is a species of 
tapeworm known to affect the fishes in the waters of 
Asia, which is in turn causing a good amount of par-
asitic infections across Japan, South Korea, and 
Russia. 
For  a  long t ime,  i t  was  bel ieved to  only  be 
found in  such regio ns .  However ,  rec ent  sal mon 
caught  in  Alas ka were s hown to  ha ve t hes e  
tapeworm infect io ns.  The conc ern is  gro wing  
as  numerous s pecies  o f  Pacif ic  sa lmon may c ar-
ry  the pa rasit e ,  inc l u ding chu m sal mon,  masu 
salmon,  p ink s almo n,  and soc keye s almo n.  
The concern is further elevated knowing the 
salmon could be exported globally, spreading the 
parasitic infection around the globe. Fortunately, 
the parasite may be killed when cooked at about 145 
degrees Fahrenheit for approximately five minutes, 
or frozen under the right conditions.  
Unfortu nately ,  th is  means  one needs  to  be  
more  caut ious  when o rder ing sus hi .   
Construction Update 
This will be The Lantern, with the tall chimney column visible on the 
right of the photograph. 
Photo by Lauren Wiseman 
The fireproofing had to be applied in a temperature con-
trolled environment to ensure it set properly. 
Photo by Lauren Wiseman 
When the Lantern is done, students can expect a full view of Speed 
Lake, White Chapel, and more. 
Photo by Lauren Wiseman 
Entertainment  4 
Curtis Humm 
Entertainment Editor 
With the constant influx of big budget su-
perhero movies flooding the market from all 
directions, Suicide Squad made its appeal as 
something of the same genre but a different 
flavor. Branding itself as a sort of A-Team 
meets Deadpool with a quirky soundtrack, Su-
icide Squad seemed ready to breathe life into 
an increasingly stale style of cinema. Unfortu-
nately the film itself fails to deliver on any of 
those points.    
The premise of the film itself can basically 
be summed up as Avengers with blackmail. 
Amanda Waller (Viola Davis), a shady govern-
ment operative who is one of the few who did-
n’t get a fun little slide show detailing her 
backstory, convinces the government that the 
best way to deal with meta-humans is to bag 
and tag the worst of the lot with explosive 
leashes and force them on pain of death via 
explosive leash to perform black ops. The pen-
tagon is strangely okay with this, and thus 
Task Force X (the eponymous squad) is 
formed. Five minutes later Task Force X’s 
heavy hitter, Enchantress (Cara Delevingne), 
decides these terms are not to her liking and 
opts to hold the city of Midway hostage and 
convert the locals into a discount zombie 
apocalypse (Now with 800% more eyes) and 
the subway into a discount glowy light show 
laser in the sky we have seen in every movie of 
the past decade. Thus it falls to the remains of 
the eponymous suicide squad to evacuate key 
personnel from the doomed city. 
I’m sorry, did I say the rest of the squad? I 
really just meant Deadshot (Will Smith), Har-
ley Quinn (Margot Robbie) and El Diablo (Jay 
Hernandez), as the rest of the team could re-
ally just be pallet 
swapped with their 
d i s p o s a b l e  s p e c i a l 
forces escort and have 
no real change to the 
movie occur. In short, 
Suicide Squad suffers 
from a case of far too 
many characters de-
signed to have far too 
colorful and distinc-
tive personalities, so 
in the end we really 
just remember a name, 
outfit, and that one 
scene where they were 
allowed to do that one 
thing before fading 
into the background 
for the rest of the 
movie. The movie 
simply lacked the time 
to establish the char-
acters of its colorful 
carnival of killers. 
Which brings me to 
the next point, with 
the possible exception of Deadshot, none of 
the characters managed to portray themselves 
as protagonist material. Don’t get me wrong, I 
am all for a good villain protagonist and the 
twisted morality which it entails, but Suicide 
Squad manages to make its team of aptly 
named “Worst. Heroes. Ever.” Evil enough in 
an arbitrarily petty way that one cannot help 
but stop caring about the outcome of the film. 
Even the supposedly “heroic” Waller and her 
lackey, Colonel Rick Flagg (Joel Kinnaman) 
manage to exude such contemptible personali-
ties in every character interaction that it is 
honestly difficult to remember they are the 
nominal moral pillars of the film. Which may 
be the point, but it still breeds a level of audi-
ence apathy that makes reaching the overly 
cliché and entirely unbelievable team bonding 
end an utter chore.      
That is not to say the movie didn’t have 
some redeeming qualities or amusing mo-
ments. It did. They were all in the trailer. I 
suggest viewing it once more, and saving 
yourself the other two hours and thirteen 
minutes of context.  
Lauren Wiseman 
News Editor 
Video game movies are 
notoriously bad. From the bi-
zarre Super Mario Bros. to the 
abysmal Street Fighter: The 
Legend of Chun-Li, most are 
lucky to see a rating higher 
than a 4/10. Ubisoft wanted to 
try its hand with one of its 
most lucrative franchises: As-
sassin’s Creed. 
The stakes were high, as 
were the hopes, but the truth 
would not be realized until the 
movie hit theaters before 
Christmas. Having played a 
few of the games myself, I 
wanted to see what it would 
be like, and possibly partake 
in the rage that most video 
game fans feel when they see 
t he ir  f a vo r i t e  c h a ra c t ers 
botched on screen. 
One of the things Assassin’s Creed did 
right was the fact it wasn’t the actual video 
game characters. The movie characters are 
completely separate from the video games. 
There is no Altair, no Ezio, no Edward. In-
stead, for this, we have Callum Lynch, played 
by Michael Fassbender (from here on out re-
ferred to as Fassassinbender). Lynch is pretty 
much a movie version of Desmond Miles, a 
descendant of numerous assassins, being de-
scended from Assassins himself. After Lynch 
is sentenced to death and injected, he is 
whisked away by Abstergo Industries, a multi-
national corporate superpower and a front for 
the Templar Order. The Templars and Assas-
sins are mortal enemies, so you can see his 
problem. 
Lynch is coaxed into helping Dr. Sophia 
Rikker (Marion Cotillard), who rigs him up to 
the Animus to get him in touch with his an-
cestor, 15th century Spanish Assassin Aguilar 
de Nerha. Meanwhile, Abstergo is looking at 
budget cuts, forcing Dr. Rikker’s father…Dr. 
Rikker (Jeremy Irons) into pressing Sophia to 
go faster. Lynch grapples with the concept of 
right and wrong, destiny, free will and control 
all the while deciding who he is and who he 
wants to help. 
As I browsed the general online consen-
sus, I realized I am probably in a minority at 
this point, because I thought it was a solid 
film. The whole movie felt like an extended 
trailer for an installment of the game, the 
combat cinematography was gorgeous (when 
the camera was still, but more on that later), 
and I thought the cast was really solid. Fas-
sassinbender was a producer, and so while 
Ubisoft hired him, he was clearly passionate 
about the project. There were a number of 
scenes where his acting caliber was apparent, 
starting early in the film. Watching the fear 
and panic set in as the lethal injection 
creeped towards his veins was a wrenching 
moment, and it was the first of many good 
scenes from Fassassinbender. 
The supporting cast was impressive, and a 
major draw for me. After seeing Irons’s per-
formance in Dungeons & Dragons, I know he 
can play ridiculous if the project is ridiculous, 
but he played Dr. Rikker straight and he was 
brilliant as always. Every time he opened his 
mouth, his words were laced with charismatic 
villainy. And Cotillard actually surprised me. 
She is a soft-spoken, gentle French actress 
who usually plays soft-spoken, gentle French 
women. Here, she is a cold, calculating British 
scientist, and I enjoyed her performance. 
As I mentioned, the combat 
scenes were great when the 
camera was still. There was 
some jumpy camera work 
which detracted from the 
fights. If the fight choreogra-
phers spent all that time—
and if Fassassinbender and 
Ariane Labed (playing the 
Assassin Maria) did 95 per-
cent of their own stunts—
why cut away from that? Ra-
ther than be “in the mo-
ment,” it would have been 
more effective to show the 
cinematic beauty of the 
fights. Being “in the mo-
ment” is what the video 
games are for. 
That being said, the best—
the best—moment, was the 
leap of faith. We waited all 
movie for it to happen, and 
after being cheated once, we 
were ready for that eagle cry and that fall. 
When it happened—oh, it was worth it. My 
goodness, was it worth it. And—as if that were 
not enough—it was a real 125 drop. Stuntman 
Damien Walters actually performed the free 
fall. He hit the water at 61 miles per hour! 
There were times where the story felt 
forced or awkward, but that effect was less-
ened because every actors’ delivery took the 
material seriously and did not deliver the 
lines like they had no idea what they were 
talking about. With talk of the “Apple of 
Eden” and an “Animus,” it would be very easy 
to deliver the lines as if it were a foreign lan-
guage one did not speak. From my viewing, 
that was not the case here. 
All in all, though, it was not terrible. In 
fact, I had a blast watching it with my broth-
er. It set a high bar for video game movies, 
which I understand is not saying much (heck, 
that could mean actually digging the bar out 
of the ground for a change). If this means we 
get higher quality video game movies later, I 
am all for that. This was not a perfect film, 
but in terms of video game movies, it was a 
step in the right direction. 
Don’t let the powerwalk fool you, teamwork not included. 
Photo courtesy of  variety.com 
A leap in video game cinematic quality. 
Photo courtesy of IGN.com 
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Policy and Politics 
Donald Trump is elected the 45th president of the 
United States 
Among other things, 2016 had brought us some major political events and 
the most entertaining, tragic and or exciting election any of us have ever wit-
nessed. The entire fiasco of the 2016 presidential election had brought to light 
many things about the us election system and instead of talking about the facts 
of the situation, I am going to point out a few things, that many of us overlooked 
that were highlighted by this last election. 
The Electoral College system is truly broken. In the current system Donald 
Trump did indeed win the election by winning enough electoral votes although 
Hillary Clinton did indeed win the popular vote in this election. If everyone in 
the United States truly has an equal say in our election then the candidates with 
the majority of the United States should win the presidency. That being said this 
may be a broken system but, it is still the system that was in the election and is 
the result of whether we like it or not hopefully this system will be eradicated In 
the future. 
The concept of being “unelectable” and “electable”. A popular terminology 
for this election was the idea of having a candidate being more electable than 
another. For example, the Democratic Party thought that Bernie Sanders was a  
that a lesser probability to be elected than Hilary Clinton due to his controversial 
agenda did and his self-declaration as a democratic socialist, although it turned 
out that Hilary Clinton was just as unelectable as her opponent Bernie Sanders. 
On the other side of the table Donald Trump was deemed as one of the most ri-
diculous candidates ever to run for president although it turns out he was just as 
electable as they come winning the electoral college vote by  quite a large margin. 
That being said this election is in the past and the events cannot be reversed 
although, we can hope for the best in the future. 
Marijuana legalized in more states 
In the past few years, we have seen a huge change in the way people view this 
substance and the medicinal qualities that surround it. The stigma behind Mari-
juana has always been very bad but, in the past few years although in these past 
years it has been getting more and more relaxed as time goes along. 
As of the 2016 election, over half of the states in the United States have legal-
ized the use of 2016 marijuana for medicinal use and 8 states have legalized the 
reactional use of this substance in the United States.   
This has caused the stigma of the drug to change as it are becoming more 
widely accepted every year. The future of this substance for the benefit of our 
nation seems to have a bright future and we can only hope that it continues in 
this direction.  
 
Pat Harrington Jr., Actor, Jan 6 age 86 
Otis Clay, Blues artist, Jan 8 age 73 
David Bowie, Musician, Jan 10 age 69 
Alan Rickman, Actor, Jan 14 Age 69 
Antonin Scalia, Supreme Court Justice, Feb 13 
Age 79 
Harper Lee, Novelist, Feb 19 age 89 
Nancy Reagan, Former First Lady, Mar 6 age 94 
Sir George martin, Producer, Mar 8 age 90 
Frank Sinatra Jr, singer, Mar 72 age 72 
Rob Ford, Mayor of Toronto, Mar 22 age 46 
Chyna, WWE wrestler, Apr20 age 46 
Prince, Musician, Apr 21 age 57 
Harambe, Gorilla, May 28 age 17 
Muhammad Ali, Boxer, Jun 3 age 74 
Kimbo Slice, Martial Artist/Professional Street 
Fighter, Jun 6 age 42 
Christina Grimmie, Singer, Jun 10 age 22 
Buddy Ryan, NFL Coach, Jun 28 age 85 
Pat Summit, Basketball Coach, Jun 28 Age 64 
Ellie Wiesel, Author/Activist, Jul 2 age 87 
Ricci Martin, Entertainer, Aug 3 age 62 
Gene Wilder, Actor, Aug 29 age 83 
Arnold Palmer, Golfer, Sep 25 age 87 
John Glenn, Astronaut/Veteran/Politician, Dec 8 
age 95 
George Michael, Singer, Dec 25 agee 53 
Carrie Fisher, Actress, Dec 27 age 60 
Debbie Reynolds, Actress, Dec 28 age 84 
And many more...  






The year of 2016 certainly was a roller coaster for all of us. From all of the 
celebrity deaths, election fiascos, to all the other various signs of apocalypse this 
year certainly provided a lot of conversation. This week we decided to make the 
lifestyles page into a small homage to the dreaded year of 2016. On this page, we 
are going to talk about some different events that shaped the mood of 2016 
mainly in the realms of politics and technology. Also at the bottom of the page 
you will find a small obituary to a lot of the celebrities, political figures, and no-
table people that passed away in 2016. 
Popular Technology 
Samsung Galaxy note 7 
Samsung, a popular technology company, unveiled their latest flagship 
phone the Galaxy note 7 in 2016. This seemed like a routine event as Samsung 
had unveiled an updated version of this phone for almost ten years now. The 
Samsung Galaxy Note 7 was released on August 19, 2016. At this point, the 
phone had no controversy surrounding it and it was to be revered as one of the 
most anticipated smartphones of 2016. Although it did not take long for this to 
change. 
Not even a month later reports of the Note 7 catching fire and even explod-
ing in some cases arose around the world. Situation’s like this had happened in 
the past with a few iPhone models burning holes in people’s pockets, so no one 
seemed to really take these reports seriously. Although these phones kept having 
these same problems and the epidemic was spreading. Samsung had recalled the 
Note 7 and even provided replacement phones with different batteries for those 
who had problems in the past. Although this had no effect on the problem as 
even these replacements began to explode as well. 
Even the FAA has banned the possession of the phone on any plane in the 
United States as they are deemed as too much of a threat. Eventually Samsung 
had recalled the entire line of phones with no sign of even releasing a note re-
placement to the note 7  in the future. We can only hope that  the note 8 doesn't 
have these same problems. 
Apple tries to start a trend 
Going along with this same trend of phone technology in 2016 Apple also 
shocked everyone with a change to their ever popular IPhone 7. Apple Had made 
the bold decision of phasing away their 3.5 mm headphone jack on their line of 
of IPhone 7s. This innovation has  caused a great share of controversy  as the 
headphone jack has been a staple of all smartphones for many years now. Alt-
hough they did provide a lightning to 3.5mm jack to the list of included accesso-
ries, this means that you cannot both charge your iPhone 7 and use headphones 
at the same time. 
There have been a few companies that have tried to solve this problem by 
creating products that can charge and listen to music at the same time. Although 
these solutions aren't perfect as many of these products do not allow one to sync 
using a cable, split audio into more than one output or even cost as much as 40 
USD. 
This may be just a phase although technological advancements like this have 
happened in the past and for technologies to advance we must leave the old ones 
in the dust. Even Samsung had announced that their new phone the Galaxy 8 
would not sport a headphone jack. Although since then they have retracted this 
statement and as of now they intend to include a headphone jack in their final 
2016 Year in Review 
Thank god it is over 
A snapshot of what one of the faulty Galaxy note 7’s turned into. 
Photo courtesy of androidauthotiry.net 
Charles Bury uses his cannabis vaporizer to deal with the effects of his liver cancer. 
Photo Courtesy of leafscience.com 
It’s your opinion. 
Share it! 
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“A perk of  having the same students 
in every class was that we all had to 
work together. We may all study the 
same subject, but we communicate 
in very different ways.” 
The group after presentations for the Integrated Design Project. 
Photo by Kate Kasch 
“Positivity doesn’t come by 
words of  praise and affirma-
tion, but by serious criticism 
and complex emotions.” 
Submit via: 
goo.gl/bqLbeA  
College National Championship 
Blake Powell 
Sports Editor 
Bo Jackson, the only person to be an All Star in the Major League Baseball( MLB) 
and Pro Bowler in the National Football League (NFL), says he would have never played 
football if he knew what he knows now. If Bo never played football then he never would 
have won a Heisman trophy at Auburn, never been inducted into the college football Hall 
of Fame, never worn a Los Angeles Rams uniform, never have trampled over Brian Bos-
worth and never would've suffered the hit that dislocated his hip and ended both his 
MLB and NFL career. Bo’s reasoning behind his statement is that there are way too 
many risks of head injuries that can permanently affect one’s life.  
 Although Bo loves the sport, he would never allow his own children to play football. 
“I’d smack them in the mouth if they said they wanted to play football...I’d tell them, 
‘Play baseball, basketball, soccer, golf, just anything but football.’” 
If Bo had never played football then who could imagine the amazing milestones Bo 
would have accomplished in the sport of baseball. Perhaps he would be a fellow Hall of 
Famer with George Brett, a former teammate with the Kansas City Royals’. Potentially, 
players like Mike Trout and Bryce Harper would be compared to Bo Jackson. No one re-
ally knows what would have happened but it sure would've been interesting to find out. 
The most ironic part about the whole situation of Bo’s career ending injury is that Bo 
had intentions on retiring from the NFL just one week after the injury. However, the hit 
Bo absorbed from the Cincinnati Bengals linebacker, Kevin Walker, during the third 
quarter of the AFC championship game had caused Bo’s hip to fracture and dislocate 
which lead to necrosis that required surgery for an artificial hip. This injury put Bo’s re-
tirement ahead of schedule and in a way that Bo didn’t expect. Bo had plans on retiring 
from the NFL at the end of that season and focusing only on his baseball career but it 
came to a realization that his sport’s career was over all together.  
Although Bo had hoped for a few things in his career to go differently, he still has no 
regrets because had knew everything had happened for a reason. Bo had plans on retir-
ing on his own terms but as Bo said, “Well, the man upstairs changed that plan.” Bo also 
stated “I’m not a very religious guy, but I believe in God, and I believe God works things 
out for a reason. If I had retired before my contract was over, I would have probably been 
hated by Raiders fans forever.” Instead, Bo Jackson is beloved wherever he goes and eve-
ryone shares the memories of such an impact Bo had in sports in his short professional 
career. 
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RHIT SPORTS BOX SCORES 
MEN’S BASKETBALL 1 2 FINAL 
ROSE-HULMAN 38 35 73 
DEFIANCE 28 32 60 
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 2 4 FINAL 3 1 
ROSE-HULMAN 11 19 55 10 15 
DEFIANCE 9 7 42 11 15 




Our men’s team is having a tough time trying to stay 
consistent as they are 6-9 overall but 4-4 in conference play 
after dominating their game against Defiance. With the win 
over Defiance, Rose-Hulman currently stands at  5th in their 
conference. There is still time to make improvements as the 
men face their last ten games as conference play games so 
their fait will be determined by the rest of the regular sea-
son. 
Standout Performers 
Wade Stallings– 15 points, 5 rebounds, 5 assists 
Collin Wojcik– 15 points, 6 assists, 3 steals 
Charlie Aimone– 10 points, 6 rebounds, 2 assists 
Stephen Schueth– 11 points, 3 rebounds, 2 assists 
Ben Chasteen– Got as many minutes as I did 
Standout Performers 
Josie Schmidt– 12 points, 5 rebounds, 1 steal 
Ally Bromenschenkel– 12 points, 6 rebounds, 4 blocks 





TEAM NAME W L T GP STREAK 
STAND-
ING 
Fiji B 4 0 0 4 W4 1st 
Cat Salads 4 0 0 4 W4 1st  
Triangle B 3 1 0 4 W3 3rd 
Pike Garnet 2 2 0 4 W1 4th 
ATO B 1 3 0 4 L3 5th 
SigmaNu 1 3 0 4 L3 5th 
Delta Sig 1 3 0 4 L1 5th 







TEAM NAME W L T GP STREAK 
STAND-
ING 
GrandTheftRondo 5 0 0 5 W5 1st 
BSBreak Yo Ankles 5 0 0 5 W5 1st  
HoopsDidItAgain 3 1 0 4 W3 3rd 
Monstars 2 2 0 4 W2 4th 
BetaSigmaBeta 1 3 0 4 L3 5th 
Scharpenballers 1 3 0 4 L2 5th 
Deming2D 1 4 0 5 L1 7th 











TEAM NAME W L T GP STREAK 
STAND-
ING 
StayLow 5 0 0 5 W5 1st 
OurNameWasn’tAp-
proved 
4 1 0 5 W3 2nd 
BSBlockParty 4 1 0 5 W3 2nd 
D-O For Harambe 4 1 0 5 W3 2nd 
West Sets 3 2 0 5 W2 5th 
ThatsWhatSheSet 2 3 0 5 L2 6th 
Set to Kill 1 4 0 5 L2 7th 
 Pop A Volley 1 4 0 5 L2 7th 
H,S, Mees and Toes 1 4 0 5 L2 7th 















Our women’s team has really had an amazing season as 
they are currently tied for first place in the conference with 
Bluffton. Bluffton and Rose-Hulman both stand at 7-1 in the 
conference. There is still plenty of the season left for our 
women to claim the HCAC conference as they have to play 
these teams a second time. Our women’s team got one win 
closer to claiming the conference this weekend as they took 
the game away in the fourth quarter to pull of the win. 
Blake Powell 
Sports Editor 
The rematch of Clemson vs. Alabama was a great game and arguably one of 
the best fourth quarters of football to watch. Alabama beat Clemson in the 
2015-16 National Championship in a tight game of 45-40. Clemson and Ala-
bama were both able to make it back to the National Championship in the 2016
-17 season and Clemson was able to pull off the win in a tight game of 35 -31. 
Most would say that the first half of this game was rather boring to watch as 
not much action had happened. Alabama had the lead the whole game and eve-
ry time it seemed like Alabama was going to take the game away, Clemson 
would make a play to keep it a close game. It wasn't until the fourth quarter 
when the game grew in intensity.  
Clemson brought the game within reach within the first minute of the 
fourth quarter when Mike Williams caught a touchdown pass to make the sure 
24-21. Later on Clemson took their first lead of the night with 4:38 to play af-
ter Watson had led Clemson on a six-play, 88-yard touchdown drive. Mike Wil-
liams set up this touchdown with an outstanding catch which led to Wayne 
Gallman scoring the go-ahead touchdown. The next drive, Jalen Hurt took 
drove the ball down the field for Alabama and capped it off with a 30 -yard 
touchdown run to reclaim the lead with 2:31 left to play. This set up Clemson ’s 
which turned out to be the most dramatic moment of the season when Clemson 
was able to seal the game away with a touchdown and only leaving a second left 
on the clock. Clemson then went to seal off the game by kicking an onside kick 
and recovering it which allowed Watson to take a knee on the final play of the 
game.  
Before the National Championship game, Alabama seemed unbeatable as 
they had been on a 26 game winning streak while dominating all of their oppo-
nents. Clemson had what it took to beat Alabama with their sense of being the 
under-dog, revenge from losing the championship game the prior season and a 
little bit of luck that went their way.  
Ben Chasteen leading the way as the bench cheers. 
 
Photo by Rose-Hulman Athletics 
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WACKY PROF 
QUOTES 
“When you guys go outside in near
-zero degree weather like this, 
don’t you ever just feel your nose 
hairs? Or is that just me?” 
-Dr. Carlisle  
I feel my ear hairs, does that 
count? 
“Dr. Syed is a pansy.” 
-Dr. Granieri 
What? You said we could quote 
you. 
“You should all be sitting around at 
Sonka’s with your data up on the 
wall…” 
-Dr. Simoni 








Did your prof say something hilari-
ous or just great out of context? We 
want to here about it! Send your 
quotes with who said it to thorn-
flipside@rose-hulman.edu. 
Welcome back to the Flipside everyone! Did you have a nice break? I know I did! Wish I could have had another week off though. :/ So many things to do, so little 
time… Anyway, if you have any comments or questions, feel free to send an email To: Thorn Flipside. I’m always looking for some new material, especially comic ide-
as and wacky prof quotes. You may have noticed that there are only three. I have completely run out of them on my own, so be sure to thank those that turn some in! 
ARIES: Taking a bit-part in a local theatre production may 
help you get out and start living a lie. Everyone’s doing it. 
TAURUS: Yes, that group member is really annoying, but re-
member: it’s unfair to expect your friends and family to pro-
vide you with alibis. 
GEMINI: Please remember today that most of your god-like 
powers have been taken from you in order to make you a better 
demi-god. Flying still works though. 
CANCER: Money is literally no object to you this week as you 
will lose all that you have in your pocket. 
LEO: The future holds great things for you, but likes to stanch 
them away from you when you get too close, shouting “Na-na-
na-nana!” 
VIRGO: Congratulations are in order this week. Your luck is 
moving big changes your way! 
LIBRA: Ensure your blood stays within your system today by 
not venturing further than your refrigerator. 
SCORPIO: The randomness of the universe may affect your 
today as you search for meaning in a cornflake that looks like 
your nose. 
SAGITARIUS: Your choice of reading material is starting to 
swerve dangerously into the “Blue” section. Tread carefully. 
CAPRICORN: Dressing as a feline may give others cause for 
concern today, but only today. Tomorrow looks fine. 
AQUARIUS: Pull out of any prior engagements today as you 
are about to receive a special, unexpected visitor. Timing is not 
exact, so it’s best to cancel everything. 
PISCES: Your ideals are starting to shape the way you’re living 
and vice versa, so congratulations. 
1. Brokeback Volcano 
2. 2017 –the Mayans forgot to carry 
the one 
3. Another Spiderman (before the 
next one hits theaters) 
4. Finding Marlin 
5. Bee Movie: Part B 
6. Shrek: the Reaper 
7. Spy kids’ kids 
8. Home(less) and Alone: a Home 
Alone Story 
9. Rogue 2: the Sequel to the Pre-
quel (we want more K2S0) 
10. Paul Blart’s Night at the            
Museum 
11. Harry Potter and the even less 
relevant grandchildren 
Fact of the Week 
 
After tourists began 
leaving bras on a fence 
in rural New Zealand, 
the trend caught on 
making the “Cardrona 
Bra Fence” a popular 
tourist attraction. 
The HORRORscopes 
We only use the realest of real horrorscoping technology here on the SideFlip. We determine your future and past by throwing finals out the window and sobbing qui-
etly into our pillows. We hope that you find our process to be accurate and scientific.  
